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uncommercial. But even so it could only be paid by a scries of annual
instalments, which swallowed all and much more than the amount
which the Printed Books might have had to spend on old books. (See
below, pp. 199-201.)
Great gifts have perforce grown scarce; but 1941 saw one in the
grand manner, when 47 illuminated MS8. from the famous collection
of Henry Yates Thompson were presented, in ful filment of his widow's
desire, by her executors.
Even before the present Director was appointed rumours of war
were in the air, and the first steps towards evacuation had been taken.
As time went on these were elaborated, and at the Munich crisis
of September 1938 were all but put into operation. And to them
were added the even more elaborate precautions against air raids.
The building of the new Parthenon Room, though it is outside the
scope of the present book, must also be mentioned as one of the major
cares of these lust years.
The years between the wars were, considering the troubles of the
time, as fruitful as any. The publications, not counting the new
General Catalogue, were of as high number and quality as in any
other twenty years in the Library's history, now ncaring the end of
its second century. If the Catalogue of the Royal MSS. and the
facsimiles of the Lindisfarne Gospels and the Luttrell Psalter are
the finest of the three Departments' recent publications, fruitful
new moves, which it is to be hoped will reach far, are to be seen in
the series of short-title lists of the printed books of countries and
centuries, and in the extension to the Map Room of the Museum's
old tradition of publishing facsimiles of its chief treasures. Except in
the depression at the beginning of the thirties, which alone caused
the offer of the Codex Sinaiticus to fail in America and to reach
London, prices ruled high. But apart from the sensational purchases
which have been mentioned, the standard and number of acquisitions
were kept up better than might have been expected, and the Treasury
increased the purchase grant to ^30,000, only to have to withdraw
it on the outbreak of war. In the Manuscripts the Luttrell and
Bedford books, for example, were only the chief of a series, described
below (pp, 278-80), of notable specimens of English illumination
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